Keith Observation 2/21/11 

Notes 

2:05 Bell rings; “Does everyone has their daybooks? Everyone should be in their seats.” Goes over daybook response, grades, and when to see him with questions.

Turn to the new week and copy down the DGP

Students studying stems, talking about BM

2:08: Going over DGP; hands going up, student helper calling on those students; K asking “why” for some of the punctuation; Any questions, concerns, complaints…

What should we do with the stems test? Works through where to put that

Going over stems—getting students to come up with words that use the stems

Tapping into prior learning about the calendar, word roots, etc. 

Working through tough stems, like “ine”

2:19: “Bring it back in…” 

2:21: Shifting to into finding a partner; one student decided to take his desk

2:24: “Start with a clean page in your daybook” Drawing from weekly reflections from last week and asks students to jot down things that stand out to them as he reads the article about teens being tried as adults

Stopping and asking about some vocabulary

Response
Good job to say that you see others doing what they should be doing; helps gently remind students about expectations, rules, etc. 

Think through what to do with returned/graded papers

Good job praising and making this fun; this is a nice relaxed, but organized calling out type of participation

Cool! 

Good job trying to get them there and letting them talk out loud to think through them

Nice wording/language to address talking off topic

Mrs. Davis had to tell one student to put his desk he picked up back, and helping get groups organized physically; work on these transitions a bit, now you know what all direction they need. You can handle this! 

Nice, easy way to get in some vocab learning

2:30: You are reading some important aspects of the article with emphasis (maybe to hint “Write this down”)

2:32: “In your groups, write down your responses to these: 

1. Should teens ever be tried as adults? 

2. If yes, how severe would a crime have to be for a teen to be tried as an adult? 

3. Who decides how severe a crime is? 

4. Where do you stand on the debate of many minors being considered “not competent trial?” to stand (consider your peers)

5. Does it matter how close a minor is in age to being an adult? 

Students talking in groups, some just writing responses, some talking to pairs near them

2:39: K circulating, asking students about how they are doing, asks them to talk to him and to each other, “keep going…” 

2:41: “Take about 10 minutes to discuss. If you think you are finished, then discuss. Some of you are just writing down answers.” 

2:45: “I see most of you are finishing up…wrap it up….I’m hearing good discussion. We’ve got to bring it back in, we’re running out of class time.” 

“I want to see hands up,” and begins working through the questions. 

Are they writing down what you want them to? Or do they just need to have a “task” to keep them attentive, but not really important if they do write something down? 

How are moments like these for you—lots of different groups, one task, etc.? 

Is #4 worded clearly? 

Seems like good conversation going on. Are you okay with Mrs. Davis helping groups, looking at what they are doing? 

Good job checking in and getting students talking. 

I’m glad you noticed this—writing and not talking—but be sure all students hear this. 

Discussion going well. Think of ways other than “shh…” to quiet when all begin talking at once. What do you think? Maybe ask all activity to stop before moving forward with next students shares. Good tie back to article! 

